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Source
Scotland. Chancery Office. Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, Commencing January 1, 1700, Ending December 31, 1859. Edinburgh: HMSO, 1863–89. Continued as Index to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, annual volumes, 1860 onwards.
Catalogue entry for the decennial indexes on FamilySearch (free account needed to view images): FamilySearch catalogue 1004156
Identifications and context marked "general knowledge" are not drawn from the index entries themselves.
Fleming Services of Heirs
Fleming entries in the printed indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, which continue Thomson's Retours after 1700. Each entry in the index is a short English abstract of a service (retour) recorded in Chancery: the heir, the person to whom he or she was served, the kind of service, the date of the service, and the date it was recorded.
Arranged by the date of the service, which may be much earlier than the date it was recorded (for example 1531 and 1549). Each service has the page image, a transcription of the printed line, a summary, and notes. Compiled 28 October 2026; 24 dates, 30 services.
Columns of the index: name of heir; particulars of the service; date of recording; monthly number (the service's number in that month's register); and, in the decennial indexes, the year of the service where it differs from the year of recording. Words in square brackets are added to show which column a figure comes from.
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[bookmark: d_15311003]3 October 1531 - William Fleming
Heir of James Fleming of Borde (his father).
Heir special, no. 12 (recorded 20 November 1779)
[image: ]
Transcription. Fleming—William, to his Father James Fleming of Borde, who died ——, —Heir Special, in Borde, with its Pertinents, in the Barony of Lainzie—Dumbartonshire—dated 3d October 1531. [Recorded] 1779 Nov. 20. [No.] 12. [Year of service] 1531.
Summary. William Fleming was served heir to his father, James Fleming of Board, in the lands of Board and their pertinents in the barony of Lenzie, Dunbartonshire. The service was dated 3 October 1531 but was not recorded in Chancery until 20 November 1779, nearly 250 years later. The date of James's death is left blank.
Lands: Board, barony of Lenzie (Dunbartonshire).
This is the same retour as Thomson, Dunbarton no. 89, in Fleming Retours. The index prints the year clearly as 1531, which settles the doubt there (the online text of Thomson read 1581).
The late recording in 1779 fits the Board family's need to prove its title in the eighteenth century: the Board line was in dispute with Lady Clementina Fleming in the Court of Session in 1760 (see Fleming Retours).
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1770–1779, s.v. Fleming, recorded 20 November 1779, no. 12. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_15490520]20 May 1549 - James, Lord Fleming
Heir of Malcolm, Lord Fleming (his father), killed at Pinkie.
Heir special, no. 39 (recorded 26 November 1812)
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Transcription. Flemyng—James, to his Father Malcolm Lord Flemyng, who was killed at the Battle of Pinkie-Cleugh—Heir Spl., in Ouchtermoney, Lenze, Cumernauld, Boghall, & others—in Peebles, Lanark, Stirling, Dumbarton, Edin., Perth, & Forfarshires—20th May 1549. [Recorded] 1812, Nov. 26. [No.] 39.
Summary. James Fleming was served heir to his father, Malcolm, Lord Fleming, who was killed at the battle of Pinkie (10 September 1547). The service covers Ouchtermoney (as printed), Lenzie, Cumbernauld, Boghall and other lands in the shires of Peebles, Lanark, Stirling, Dunbarton, Edinburgh, Perth and Forfar. It is dated 20 May 1549 but was recorded only on 26 November 1812.
Lands: Ouchtermoney (as printed); Lenzie (Dunbartonshire); Cumbernauld (Dunbartonshire); Boghall (Lanarkshire); Lands in Peebles, Lanark, Stirling, Dunbarton, Edinburgh, Perth and Forfar shires.
General knowledge, not from the index: Malcolm was the 3rd Lord Fleming, and James became the 4th Lord Fleming (d. 1558).
The service is placed here by its date, 1549, not by the year it was recorded (1812).
This retour does not appear in Thomson, whose abstracts cover only what had been recorded in Chancery by 1700.
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1810–1819, s.v. Flemyng, recorded 26 November 1812, no. 39. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_17410606]6 June 1741 - Robert Fleming
Heir of John Fleming of Board (his great-grandfather).
Heir general, no. 14 (recorded 13 March 1750)
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Transcription. Fleming—Robert, Son of Jn. Fleming of or in Mains of Cumbernauld, to his Gt-Gdfather John Fleming of Board—Hr. Gl.—6th June 1741. [Recorded] 1750 March 13. [No.] 14. [Year of service] 1741.
Summary. Robert Fleming, son of John Fleming of (or in) the Mains of Cumbernauld, was served heir general to his great-grandfather, John Fleming of Board, on 6 June 1741. It was recorded on 13 March 1750.
Another service in the Fleming of Board line (see 3 October 1531).
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1750–1759, s.v. Fleming, recorded 13 March 1750, no. 14. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_17510724]24 July 1751 - Lady Clementina Fleming
Heir of John, Earl of Wigtown (her father).
Heir of line, tailzie and provision general, no. 1 (recorded 6 August 1751)
[image: ]
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Transcription. Fleming—Clementina, Lady, Wife of Chas. Elphington, to her Father John Earl of Wigtown—Heir of Line, Tail. and Provn. Gl.—24th July 1751. [Recorded] 1751 Aug. 6. [No.] 1.  Also indexed as: Elphington—Clementina, Lady (or Fleeming) Wife of Chas. Elphington, to her Father John, Earl of Wigtown—Heir of Line Taillie and Provn. Genl. 1751 Aug. 6. [No.] 1.
Summary. Lady Clementina Fleming, wife of Charles Elphinstone (printed "Elphington"), was served heir of line, of tailzie and of provision in general to her father, John, Earl of Wigtown. The service is dated 24 July 1751 and was recorded on 6 August 1751. The index lists it twice, under her own name and under her husband's.
General knowledge, not from the index: her father was John, 6th Earl of Wigtown (d. 1744), and her husband became Charles, 10th Lord Elphinstone. Through her the Fleming estates of Biggar and Cumbernauld passed to the Elphinstones.
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1750–1759, s.v. Fleming, recorded 6 August 1751, no. 1. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_17820425]25 April 1782 - Malcolm Fleming of Barochan
Heir of William Fleming of Barochan (his father).
Heir male and of provision general, no. 3 (recorded 7 May 1782)
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Transcription. Fleming—Malcolm, of Barochan, to his Father William Fleming of Barochan—Heir Male and of Provision General—dated 25th April 1782. [Recorded] 1782 May 7. [No.] 3.
Summary. Malcolm Fleming of Barochan was served heir male and heir of provision in general to his father, William Fleming of Barochan, on 25 April 1782. It was recorded on 7 May 1782.
Barochan is near Houston in Renfrewshire (see Fleming Retours, 25 May 1675).
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1780–1789, s.v. Fleming, recorded 7 May 1782, no. 3. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_17950817]17 August 1795 - Lady Clementina Fleeming
Heir of John, Earl of Wigtown (her father).
Heir of provision general, no. 16 (recorded 19 September 1795)
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Transcription. Fleeming, Lady—Clementina, of Biggar and Cumbernauld, to her Father John, Earl of Wigton—Heir of Provision General—dated 17th Aug. 1795. [Recorded] 1795 Sept. 19. [No.] 16.
Summary. Lady Clementina Fleeming of Biggar and Cumbernauld was served heir of provision in general to her father, John, Earl of Wigtown, on 17 August 1795, and it was recorded on 19 September 1795. This is a second general service to the same father, 44 years after the first.
She was by then the widow of Charles, 10th Lord Elphinstone (general knowledge). She died on 1 January 1799 (see 12 March 1804).
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1790–1799, s.v. Fleeming, Lady, recorded 19 September 1795, no. 16. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_17960329]29 March 1796 - John, Lord Elphinstone
Heir of John, Lord Elphinstone (his father), who died 19 August 1794.
Heir special, no. 11 (recorded 3 August 1796)
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Transcription. Elphinstone, Lord—John Fleming, of Biggar and Cumbernauld, to his Father John Fleming, Lord Elphinstone of Biggar and Cumbernauld, who died 19th August 1794—Heir Special, in Quarrall, Pocknane, and Powfowls—Stirlingshire—dated 29th March 1796. [Recorded] 1796 Aug. 3. [No.] 11.
Summary. John (Fleming), Lord Elphinstone, of Biggar and Cumbernauld, was served heir special to his father, John Fleming, Lord Elphinstone, who died on 19 August 1794, in Quarrall, Pocknane and Powfowls in Stirlingshire. Dated 29 March 1796; recorded 3 August 1796.
Lands: Quarrall (Stirlingshire); Pocknane (Stirlingshire); Powfowls (Stirlingshire).
General knowledge: the heir is John, 12th Lord Elphinstone (d. 1813), and his father John, 11th Lord, was the son of Lady Clementina. Both used the Fleming name as lords of Biggar and Cumbernauld.
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1790–1799, s.v. Elphinstone, Lord, recorded 3 August 1796, no. 11. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_18040312]

12 March 1804 - The Hon. Charles Fleming
Heir of Lady Clementina Fleming (his grandmother), who died 1 January 1799.
Heir of tailzie and provision special, no. 9 (recorded 9 November 1804)
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Transcription. Fleming—Charles, The Honourable, to his Grandmother Lady Clementina Fleming, who died 1st January 1799—Heir of Taillie and Provision Special, in Lands in the Counties of Stirling, Perth, Selkirk, Peebles, Lanark, Dumbarton, and Edinburgh—dated 12th March 1804. [Recorded] 1804 Nov. 9. [No.] 9.
Summary. The Hon. Charles Fleming was served heir of tailzie and provision in special to his grandmother, Lady Clementina Fleming (d. 1 January 1799), in lands in Stirling, Perth, Selkirk, Peebles, Lanark, Dunbarton and Edinburgh shires. Dated 12 March 1804; recorded 9 November 1804.
Lands: Lands in Stirling, Perth, Selkirk, Peebles, Lanark, Dunbarton and Edinburgh shires.
These are the old Wigtown estates. General knowledge: Charles (1774–1840), a younger son of the 11th Lord Elphinstone, took the name Fleming and later became an admiral (see 1830 and 1841).
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1800–1809, s.v. Fleming, recorded 9 November 1804, no. 9. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_18060813]13 August 1806 - William Wilson, portioner of Milncroft
Heir of John Fleming, son of Charles Fleming, portioner of Cumbernauld.
Heir of provision general, no. 24 (recorded 25 September 1806)
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Transcription. Wilson—William, Portioner of Milncroft, to John Fleming, Son of Chas. Fleming, Portioner of Cumbernauld—Hr. of Provn. Gl.—13th Aug. 1806. [Recorded] 1806 Sept. 25. [No.] 24.
Summary. William Wilson, portioner of Milncroft, was served heir of provision in general to John Fleming, son of Charles Fleming, portioner of Cumbernauld. The relationship is not stated. Dated 13 August 1806; recorded 25 September 1806.
The heir is a Wilson; the Flemings are the deceased and his father. The index entry is under Wilson.
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1800–1809, s.v. Wilson, recorded 25 September 1806, no. 24. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_18220504]4 May 1822 - William Malcolm Fleming of Barrochan
Heir of Malcolm Fleming of Barrochan (his father), who died in November 1819.
Heir special, no. 37 (recorded 30 May 1822)
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Transcription. Fleming—William Malcolm, of Barrochan, to his Father Malcolm Fleming of Barrochan, who died — November 1819—Heir Special, in parts of Barrochan, etc., Parish of Killelland—Renfrewshire—dated 4th May 1822. [Recorded] 1822, May 30. [No.] 37.
Summary. William Malcolm Fleming of Barrochan was served heir special to his father, Malcolm Fleming of Barrochan, who died in November 1819, in parts of Barrochan in the parish of Kilellan, Renfrewshire. Dated 4 May 1822; recorded 30 May 1822.
Lands: Parts of Barrochan, parish of Kilellan (Renfrewshire).
His father is the heir of 25 April 1782. He died on 4 October 1852; his sisters inherited (see January 1856).
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1820–1829, s.v. Fleming, recorded 30 May 1822, no. 37. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_18301112]12 November 1830 - Vice-Admiral Charles Fleming
Heir of James Ruthven Elphinstone, H.E.I.C.S. (his brother), who died 1 August 1828.
Heir of conquest special, no. 46 (recorded 27 November 1830)
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Transcription. Fleming—Charles, of Biggar and Cumbernauld, Vice-Admiral, to his Brother James Ruthven Elphinstone, H.E.I.C.S., who died 1st August 1828—Heir of Conquest Special, in Craiglane and others—Dumbartonshire—dated 12th November 1830. [Recorded] 1830, Nov. 27. [No.] 46.
Summary. Charles Fleming of Biggar and Cumbernauld, Vice-Admiral, was served heir of conquest in special to his brother, James Ruthven Elphinstone of the East India Company's service, who died on 1 August 1828, in Craiglane and other lands in Dunbartonshire. Dated 12 November 1830; recorded 27 November 1830.
Lands: Craiglane and others (Dunbartonshire).
An heir of conquest succeeded to lands the deceased had acquired (rather than inherited); under the old law these went to the next elder brother.
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1830–1839, s.v. Fleming, recorded 27 November 1830, no. 46. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_18301222]22 December 1830 - The Hon. Charles Fleming
Heir of the Hon. James Ruthven Elphinstone, H.E.I.C.S. (his brother).
Heir of conquest special, no. 33 (recorded 24 January 1831)
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Transcription. Fleming—Charles, The Hon., of Biggar and Cumbernauld, Vice-Admiral, to his Brother The Hon. James Ruthven Elphinstone, H.E.I.C.S.—Heir of Conquest in Special, in Cashley, Wester Ballat, Hillhead of Drumcree, and others—Stirlingshire—22d Dec. 1830. [Recorded] 1831, Jan. 24. [No.] 33.
Summary. The same Charles was served heir of conquest in special to the same brother in Cashley, Wester Ballat, Hillhead of Drumcree and other lands in Stirlingshire. Dated 22 December 1830; recorded 24 January 1831.
Lands: Cashley (Stirlingshire); Wester Ballat (Stirlingshire); Hillhead of Drumcree (Stirlingshire).
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1830–1839, s.v. Fleming, recorded 24 January 1831, no. 33. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_18370424]24 April 1837 - William Fleming, weaver in Biggar
Heir of his father, William Fleming, feuar and merchant in Biggar, and of his mother, Marion Brown.
Heir in general, no. 28 (recorded 12 May 1837)
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Transcription. Fleming—William, Weaver in Biggar, to his Father William Fleming, Feuar there—Heir in General—dated 24th April 1837. [Recorded] 1837, May 12. [No.] 28.
Summary. William Fleming, weaver in Biggar, was served heir in general to his father, William Fleming, feuar in Biggar.
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1830–1839, s.v. Fleming, recorded 12 May 1837, no. 28. FamilySearch catalogue
Heir general, no. 29 (recorded 12 May 1837)
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Transcription. Fleming—William, above designed, to his Mother Marion Brown, Wife of William Fleming, Feuar, Biggar—Heir Genl.—24th April 1837. [Recorded] 1837, May 12. [No.] 29.
Summary. The same William was served heir general to his mother, Marion Brown, wife of William Fleming, feuar in Biggar.
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1830–1839, s.v. Fleming, recorded 12 May 1837, no. 29. FamilySearch catalogue
Heir of provision general, no. 30 (recorded 12 May 1837)
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Transcription. Fleming—William, above designed, to his Father William Fleming, Merchant, Biggar—Heir of Provision General—24th April 1837. [Recorded] 1837, May 12. [No.] 30.
Summary. The same William was served heir of provision in general to his father, here called William Fleming, merchant in Biggar.
These three services, all dated 24 April 1837 and recorded 12 May 1837, are for a Biggar family of tradesmen, not the Biggar and Cumbernauld line. The father is called both "feuar" and "merchant".
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1830–1839, s.v. Fleming, recorded 12 May 1837, no. 30. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_18410408]8 April 1841 - John Fleming of Biggar and Cumbernauld
Heir of the Hon. Charles Fleming (his father), who died 30 October 1840.
Heir of tailzie and provision special, no. 27 (recorded 16 April 1841)
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Transcription. Fleming—John, of Biggar and Cumbernauld, to his Father The Honourable Charles Fleming, who died 30th October 1840—Heir of Tail. and Prov. Special, in the Earldom of Wigton and Lordship of Cumbernauld, in six Counties—8th Apr. 1841. [Recorded] 1841, April 16. [No.] 27.
Summary. John Fleming of Biggar and Cumbernauld was served heir of tailzie and provision in special to his father, the Hon. Charles Fleming (d. 30 October 1840), in the earldom of Wigtown and lordship of Cumbernauld, in six counties. Dated 8 April 1841; recorded 16 April 1841.
Lands: Earldom of Wigtown; Lordship of Cumbernauld (lands in six counties).
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1840–1849, s.v. Fleming, recorded 16 April 1841, no. 27. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_18410624]24 June 1841 - John Fleming of Biggar and Cumbernauld
Heir of Admiral Charles Fleming of Biggar and Cumbernauld (his father).
Heir special, with benefit of inventory, no. 5 (recorded 3 March 1842)
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Transcription. Fleming—John, above designed, to his Father Admiral Charles Fleming of Biggar and Cumbernauld, who died 30th Oct. 1840—Heir Spl., cum ben. Invent., in Craiglane, Smithstone, Netherwood, Hollandhirst, etc.—Dumbartonshire—24th June 1841. [Recorded] 1842, Mar. 3. [No.] 5.
Summary. The same John was served heir special to his father, Admiral Charles Fleming, with the benefit of inventory, in Craiglane, Smithstone, Netherwood, Hollandhirst and other lands in Dunbartonshire. Dated 24 June 1841; recorded 3 March 1842.
Lands: Craiglane (Dunbartonshire); Smithstone (Dunbartonshire); Netherwood (Dunbartonshire); Hollandhirst (Dunbartonshire).
Cum beneficio inventarii: the heir took the lands with liability for the deceased's debts limited to the value in an inventory. Craiglane is one of the lands Charles had inherited from his brother in 1830.
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1840–1849, s.v. Fleming, recorded 3 March 1842, no. 5. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_18470116]16 January 1847 - John Fleming of Biggar and Cumbernauld
Heir of Lady Clementina Fleming (his great-grandmother), who died 1 January 1799.
Heir of tailzie and provision special, no. 63 (recorded 26 February 1847)
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Transcription. Fleming—John, above designed, to his Great-Grandmother Lady Clementina Fleming, who died 1st January 1799—Heir of Taillie and Provision Special, in the Coal in Seamoir, Castlerankens, Bakenlees, etc.—Stirlingshire—16th January 1847. [Recorded] 1847, Feb. 26. [No.] 63.
Summary. The same John was served heir of tailzie and provision in special to his great-grandmother, Lady Clementina Fleming, in the coal under Seamoir, Castlerankine, Bakenlees and other lands in Stirlingshire. Dated 16 January 1847; recorded 26 February 1847.
Lands: Coal in Seamoir (Stirlingshire); Castlerankine (Stirlingshire); Bakenlees (Stirlingshire).
Seamoir (Seamores) is among the Stirlingshire lands in the Wigtown retours of 1668 and 1681.
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1840–1849, s.v. Fleming, recorded 26 February 1847, no. 63. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_18490829]

29 August 1849 - John Fleming in Biggar and Elizabeth Fleming in Culter
Co-heirs of William Fleming, shoemaker in Biggar, and M. Brown, his wife.
Co-heirs of provision general, no. 4 (recorded 4 September 1849)
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Transcription. Fleming—John, Biggar, to his Father and Mother Wm. Fleming, Shoemaker there, & M. Brown, Spouses—Co-Hr. of Prov. Gl.—29th Aug. 1849. [Recorded] 1849, Sept. 4. [No.] 4.  Fleming—Elizabeth, Culter, to her Gdfather and Gdmother Wm. Fleming, Biggar, and M. Brown, Spouses—Co-Hr. of Prov. Gl.—29th Aug. 1849. [Recorded] 1849, Sept. 4. [No.] 4.
Summary. John Fleming in Biggar and Elizabeth Fleming in Culter were served co-heirs of provision in general to William Fleming, shoemaker in Biggar, and his wife M. Brown: John as their son and Elizabeth as their granddaughter. Dated 29 August 1849; recorded 4 September 1849, under one number.
Elizabeth presumably represents a child of William and M. Brown who had died. Whether this M. Brown is the Marion Brown of 1837 is not clear from the index.
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1840–1849, s.v. Fleming, recorded 4 September 1849, no. 4. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_18560125]25 January 1856 - Catharine, Elizabeth and Jane Fleming
Co-heirs of William Malcolm Fleming of Barrochan (their brother), who died 4 October 1852.
Co-heirs special, no. 79 (recorded 31 January 1856)
[image: ]
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Transcription. Fleming—Catharine / Elizabeth / Jane, Barrochan, to her Brother William Malcolm Fleming of Barrochan, who died 4th October 1852—Co-Heir Special, in the Lands of Easter and Wester Garrocks—Renfrewshire—dated 25th January 1856. [Recorded] 1856, Jan. 31. [No.] 79.
Summary. The three sisters of William Malcolm Fleming of Barrochan were served co-heirs special to him in the lands of Easter and Wester Garrocks, Renfrewshire. Dated 25 January 1856; recorded 31 January 1856.
Lands: Easter and Wester Garrocks (Renfrewshire).
Janet Fleming (next entry) is not listed under no. 79, and Jane is not under no. 89. Jane and Janet may be the same sister indexed under two forms of her name, or a line may have been missed when the images were saved.
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1850–1859, s.v. Fleming, recorded 31 January 1856, no. 79. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_18560126]

26 January 1856 - Catharine, Elizabeth and Janet Fleming
Co-heirs of William Malcolm Fleming of Barrochan (their brother).
Co-heirs general, no. 89 (recorded 31 January 1856)
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Transcription. Fleming—Catharine / Elizabeth, above designed; Fleming—Janet, Barrochan, to her Brother William Malcolm Fleming of Barrochan—Co-Heir General—dated 26th January 1856. [Recorded] 1856, Jan. 31. [No.] 89.
Summary. The sisters were served co-heirs general to their brother, William Malcolm Fleming of Barrochan, the day after the special service. Dated 26 January 1856; recorded 31 January 1856.
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1850–1859, s.v. Fleming, recorded 31 January 1856, no. 89. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_18560616]16 June 1856 - Catharine and Jane Fleming
Co-heirs of Elizabeth Fleming in Barrochan (their sister), who died 12 April 1856.
Co-heirs special, no. 64 (recorded 26 June 1856)
[image: ]
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Transcription. Fleming—Catharine / Jane, above designed, to her Sister Elizabeth Fleming, Barrochan, who died 12th April 1856—Co-Heir Special, in the third Part of Easter and Wester Garrocks—Renfrewshire—dated 16th June 1856. [Recorded] 1856, June 26. [No.] 64.
Summary. After Elizabeth's death on 12 April 1856, her surviving sisters Catharine and Jane were served co-heirs special to her in her third share of Easter and Wester Garrocks. Dated 16 June 1856; recorded 26 June 1856.
Lands: Third part of Easter and Wester Garrocks (Renfrewshire).
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1850–1859, s.v. Fleming, recorded 26 June 1856, no. 64. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_18560617]17 June 1856 - Catharine and Jane Fleming
Co-heirs of Elizabeth Fleming in Barrochan (their sister).
Co-heirs general, no. 62 (recorded 26 June 1856)
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Transcription. Fleming—Catharine, Barrochan / Jane, above designed, to her Sister Elizabeth Fleming there—Co-Heir General—dated 17th June 1856. [Recorded] 1856, June 26. [No.] 62.
Summary. Catharine and Jane were served co-heirs general to their sister Elizabeth. Dated 17 June 1856; recorded 26 June 1856.
Only two sisters inherit from Elizabeth here, which suggests Janet had died or was the same person as Jane.
Decennial Indexes to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1850–1859, s.v. Fleming, recorded 26 June 1856, no. 62. FamilySearch catalogue
[bookmark: d_18601107]7 November 1860 (recorded) - John Fleeming of Biggar and Cumbernauld
Heir of John, Lord Elphinstone (his cousin).
Heir of line and of conquest general, no. 13 (recorded 7 November 1860)
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Transcription. Fleeming—John, of Biggar and Cumbernauld, to his Cousin John Lord Elphinstone—Heir of Line and of Conquest General. [Recorded] 7th Nov. [No.] 13.
Summary. John Fleeming of Biggar and Cumbernauld was served heir of line and of conquest in general to his cousin, John, Lord Elphinstone. The annual index gives only the date of recording, 7 November 1860.
General knowledge: the cousin is John, 13th Lord Elphinstone, Governor of Bombay, who died unmarried in July 1860. John Fleeming was the son of Admiral Charles (see 1841).
Index to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1860, s.v. Fleeming, recorded 7 November 1860, no. 13. 
[bookmark: d_18670214]14 February 1867 - The Hon. Cornwallis Fleming
Heir of the Rt Hon. Clementina Elphinstone-Fleeming, Viscountess Hawarden (his mother), who died 19 January 1865.
Heir of tailzie and provision special, no. 7 (recorded 3 April 1867)
[image: ]
Transcription. Fleming—Cornwallis, The Hon., of Biggar and Cumbernauld, to his Mother The Right Hon. Clementina Elphinstone-Fleeming of Biggar and Cumbernauld Viscountess Hawarden, who died 19th Jan. 1865—Heir of Taillie and Prov. Special, in Oxgang, Auchindavie, etc.—Dumbartonshire—14th Feb. [Recorded] 3d April. [No.] 7.
Summary. In Oxgang, Auchindavie and other lands in Dunbartonshire.
Lands: Oxgang (Dunbartonshire); Auchindavie (Dunbartonshire).
Index to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1867, s.v. Fleming, recorded 3 April 1867, no. 7. 
Heir of tailzie and provision special, no. 8 (recorded 3 April 1867)
[image: ]
Transcription. Fleming—Cornwallis, The Hon., above designed, to his Mother The Right Hon. Clementina Elphinstone-Fleeming of Biggar and Cumbernauld Viscountess Hawarden, who died 19th January 1865—Heir of Taillie and Provision Special, in Parts of Cumbernauld, etc.—Dumbartonshire—14th February. [Recorded] 3d April. [No.] 8.
Summary. In parts of Cumbernauld and other lands in Dunbartonshire.
Lands: Parts of Cumbernauld (Dunbartonshire).
Index to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1867, s.v. Fleming, recorded 3 April 1867, no. 8. 
Heir of tailzie and provision special, no. 9 (recorded 3 April 1867)
[image: ]
Transcription. Fleming—Cornwallis, The Hon., above designed, to his Mother The Right Hon. Clementina Elphinstone-Fleeming of Biggar and Cumbernauld Viscountess Hawarden, who died 19th Jan. 1865—Hr. of Tail. and Prov. Spl., in two Lots of Kilbowie, in the Parish of Easter Lenzie—Dumbartonshire—14th Feb. [Recorded] 3d April. [No.] 9.
Summary. In two lots of Kilbowie in the parish of Easter Lenzie (Cumbernauld), Dunbartonshire.
Lands: Two lots of Kilbowie, parish of Easter Lenzie (Dunbartonshire).
Index to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1867, s.v. Fleming, recorded 3 April 1867, no. 9. 
Heir of tailzie and provision special, no. 10 (recorded 3 April 1867)
[image: ]
Transcription. Fleming—Cornwallis, The Hon., above designed, to his Mother The Right Hon. Clementina Elphinstone-Fleeming of Biggar and Cumbernauld Viscountess Hawarden—Heir of Taillie and Provision Spl., in Parts of Waterhead, etc.—Dumbartonshire; and in Westrawbank, etc.—Lanarkshire—14th Feb. [Recorded] 3d April. [No.] 10.
Summary. In parts of Waterhead in Dunbartonshire, and in Westrawbank and other lands in Lanarkshire.
Lands: Parts of Waterhead (Dunbartonshire); Westrawbank (Lanarkshire).
Index to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1867, s.v. Fleming, recorded 3 April 1867, no. 10. 
Heir of tailzie and provision special, no. 11 (recorded 3 April 1867)
[image: ]
Transcription. Fleming—Cornwallis, The Hon., above designed, to his Mother The Right Hon. Clementina Elphinstone-Fleeming, who died 19th January 1865—Hr. of Tail. and Prov. Special, in the Earldom of Wigton, etc., in Lanark, Dumbarton, Peebles, Selkirk, Perth, Edinburgh, and Stirling-shires—14th Feb. [Recorded] 3d April. [No.] 11.
Summary. In the earldom of Wigtown and other lands in the shires of Lanark, Dunbarton, Peebles, Selkirk, Perth, Edinburgh and Stirling.
Lands: Earldom of Wigtown, in Lanark, Dunbarton, Peebles, Selkirk, Perth, Edinburgh and Stirling shires.
All five services were dated 14 February and recorded on 3 April (1867, from the volume). Together they pass the whole Fleming inheritance from the Viscountess to her son.
General knowledge: Clementina, daughter of Admiral Charles Elphinstone Fleeming, married Cornwallis Maude, 4th Viscount Hawarden (later Earl de Montalt). Their son, the Hon. Cornwallis Maude, here takes the Fleming name.
Index to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1867, s.v. Fleming, recorded 3 April 1867, no. 11. 
[bookmark: d_18690308]

8 March 1869 (recorded) - The Hon. Cornwallis Fleming
Heir of Clementina Elphinstone-Fleeming, Viscountess Hawarden (his mother), who died 19 January 1865.
Heir of tailzie and provision special, no. 30 (recorded 8 March 1869)
[image: ]
Transcription. Fleming—Cornwallis, The Hon, of Biggar & Cumbernauld, to his Mother Clementina Elphinstone-Fleeming of Biggar & Cumbernauld, Viscountess Hawarden, who died 19th Jan. 1865—Hr. of Tail. and Prov. Spl., in Duntiblae, Cumbernauld, etc.—Dumbartonshire; and Parts of Biggar—Lanarkshire—4th [rest cut off]. [Recorded] 8th March. [No.] 30.
Summary. A further special service to his mother, in Duntiblae, Cumbernauld and other lands in Dunbartonshire, and parts of Biggar in Lanarkshire. Recorded 8 March 1869.
Lands: Duntiblae (Dunbartonshire); Cumbernauld (Dunbartonshire); Parts of Biggar (Lanarkshire).
The date of the service is cut off in the image after "4th". It is placed here by its recording date. If you can see the rest of the line, I will add it.
Index to the Services of Heirs in Scotland, 1869, s.v. Fleming, recorded 8 March 1869, no. 30. 


Terms
Retour and service of heirs
A service of heirs was the legal process by which a person proved that he or she was the heir of someone who had died owning land (heritage). Until 1847 it began with a brieve, a writ issued from Chancery to a sheriff or other judge. The judge called an inquest (an assize, or jury) of about fifteen local men, who answered the questions set out in the brieve. Did the deceased die at the king's peace? Is the claimant the nearest lawful heir? Is he or she of lawful age? In a special service the brieve also asked which lands the deceased held, of whom they were held and by what service, what they were worth (the old and new extent), and in whose hands they now lay.
The retour was the inquest's verdict, sealed and returned (Scots retoured) to Chancery, where it was copied into the record of retours. "Service" is the process and its outcome, that the person was served heir. "Retour" is the returned verdict and the record of it. Until 1847 every service produced a retour, so the two words describe the same event from two sides.
Thomson's Retours abridge the record in Latin up to 1700. The indexes used here cover the same record from 1700, in short English summaries. The Service of Heirs Act 1847 abolished brieves and inquests. From then on an heir petitioned the Sheriff of Chancery (or a local sheriff), and the decree of service was recorded in Chancery. The word "retour" dropped out of use, and the later records are simply called services of heirs.
A special service did not by itself make the heir owner of the lands. The heir still had to be infeft (given sasine) by the feudal superior, the Crown in the case of Crown lands. From the late 1850s a recorded decree of special service itself completed the heir's title.
Services deal only with heritage, meaning land and rights in land. Moveable goods passed to executors under a testament, which is a separate series of records.
Special and general service
A special service makes a person heir to particular lands in which the deceased died infeft, and names those lands. It was the step towards the heir's own infeftment, and before 1847 the retour also recorded the lands' extent and tenure. That is why special services are the ones that list properties.
A general service declares a person heir to the deceased generally, without naming lands. It carried rights the deceased had not completed by infeftment, such as lands bought but not yet entered, bonds, contracts and other personal rights. It also made the heir answerable for the deceased's debts. Heirs often took both kinds of service, sometimes on consecutive days, as the Barrochan sisters did in January 1856.
Kinds of heir
The "kind of service" in each entry says by what right the person succeeded. It could be by the general law, or under a particular deed.
Heir of line (heir at law, or heir general). The heir under the ordinary rules of succession to land, which applied when no deed said otherwise. The eldest son and his descendants came first, then younger sons in order. Failing sons, daughters inherited equally as heirs portioners. Failing descendants, the estate went to collaterals, such as brothers and their lines. This is succession at common law.
Heir of conquest. "Conquest" meant land the deceased had acquired himself, by purchase or gift, as opposed to "heritage", which he had inherited. If a man died without children, his inherited land descended to his next younger brother, as heir of line. His conquest ascended to his immediate elder brother, as heir of conquest. A man could therefore have two different heirs. That is the situation in 1830: Admiral Charles Fleming, the elder brother, took the lands that James Ruthven Elphinstone had bought. The distinction was abolished in 1874.
Heir male. The nearest male related through males only. Females and anyone descended through a female are excluded. Heirs male succeed where a charter or deed gives the lands "to heirs male". In that case a brother, nephew or cousin succeeds instead of a daughter.
Heir of tailzie (taillie, entail). The heir called by an entail: a deed in which the owner fixed the order of succession to his estate for generations ahead. From the Entail Act of 1685, such deeds usually also forbade any heir to sell the land, burden it with debt or change the order of succession. Entails often required each heir to take the family name and arms, which is probably why Elphinstones and a Maude appear here as "Fleming" or "Fleeming". The heir of tailzie succeeds because the deed names him or her, not under the general law.
Heir of provision. The heir named by a "provision", or destination, in a deed such as a marriage contract, disposition or bond. An example is "to the spouses and the longer liver of them, and the heirs of their marriage". Like an heir of tailzie, an heir of provision succeeds under a deed rather than the general law. The difference is that a provision only sets out who succeeds. It carries none of the entail's restrictions on selling or burdening the land. "Heir of tailzie and provision" means the person succeeded under a deed that both entailed the land and named the heirs. The 1849 Biggar entry is a simple provision: the deed named the spouses' heirs.
The same person could hold more than one character at once. In 1751, for example, Lady Clementina was served heir of line, tailzie and provision, so that every possible title to her father's estate was covered.
Co-heirs and other terms
Heirs portioners (co-heirs). Daughters, or sisters, who inherit land jointly when there is no male heir, each taking an equal share. The eldest took the principal house without having to share it. When one of them died, her share passed to the others, as Elizabeth Fleming's third of the Garrocks did in June 1856.
Cum beneficio inventarii (with the benefit of inventory). The heir lodged an inventory of the estate, which limited his or her liability for the deceased's debts to the value shown.
Portioner: owner of a share of land that had been divided. Feuar: a vassal holding land in feu, for a fixed yearly duty. Infeftment, sasine: the formal giving of possession that completed a title to land. Superior: the person, or the Crown, of whom land was held. H.E.I.C.S.: the Honourable East India Company's Service.
Abbreviations in the index
Gl., Genl.: general. Spl.: special. Hr.: heir. Prov., Provn.: provision. Tail.: tailzie. Co-Hr.: co-heir. Gt-Gdfather, Gdfather, Gdmother: great-grandfather, grandfather, grandmother. Edinr.: Edinburgh.
Index of names
Heirs, the deceased and others named in the services, with the date of each service. Click a date to go to it. Page numbers fill in when Word updates the fields (it asks when the document opens, or press Ctrl+A then F9).
B
Brown, M., wife of William Fleming, shoemaker:  29 August 1849, p. 10
Brown, Marion, wife of William Fleming:  24 April 1837, p. 8
E
Elphinstone, Charles, 10th Lord Elphinstone:  24 July 1751, p. 4
Elphinstone, Hon. James Ruthven, H.E.I.C.S.:  12 November 1830, p. 7; 22 December 1830, p. 7
Elphinstone, John, 11th Lord Elphinstone:  29 March 1796, p. 5
Elphinstone, John, 12th Lord Elphinstone:  29 March 1796, p. 5
Elphinstone, John, 13th Lord Elphinstone:  7 November 1860, p. 12
Elphinstone-Fleeming, Clementina, Viscountess Hawarden (d. 1865):  14 February 1867, p. 12; 8 March 1869, p. 14
F
Fleming (Maude), Hon. Cornwallis:  14 February 1867, p. 12; 8 March 1869, p. 14
Fleming, Catharine, in Barrochan:  25 January 1856, p. 10; 26 January 1856, p. 11; 16 June 1856, p. 11; 17 June 1856, p. 11
Fleming, Charles, portioner of Cumbernauld:  13 August 1806, p. 6
Fleming, Elizabeth, in Barrochan (d. 1856):  25 January 1856, p. 10; 26 January 1856, p. 11; 16 June 1856, p. 11; 17 June 1856, p. 11
Fleming, Elizabeth, in Culter:  29 August 1849, p. 10
Fleming, Hon. Charles, Admiral (d. 1840):  12 March 1804, p. 6; 12 November 1830, p. 7; 22 December 1830, p. 7; 8 April 1841, p. 8; 24 June 1841, p. 9
Fleming, James, 4th Lord Fleming:  20 May 1549, p. 3
Fleming, James, of Board:  3 October 1531, p. 3
Fleming, Jane, in Barrochan:  25 January 1856, p. 10; 16 June 1856, p. 11; 17 June 1856, p. 11
Fleming, Janet, in Barrochan:  26 January 1856, p. 11
Fleming, John, 6th Earl of Wigtown:  24 July 1751, p. 4; 17 August 1795, p. 5
Fleming, John, in Biggar:  29 August 1849, p. 10
Fleming, John, of Biggar and Cumbernauld (son of Admiral Charles):  8 April 1841, p. 8; 24 June 1841, p. 9; 16 January 1847, p. 9; 7 November 1860, p. 12
Fleming, John, of Board:  6 June 1741, p. 4
Fleming, John, of or in Mains of Cumbernauld:  6 June 1741, p. 4
Fleming, John, son of Charles, portioner of Cumbernauld:  13 August 1806, p. 6
Fleming, Lady Clementina, wife of Charles Elphinstone:  24 July 1751, p. 4; 17 August 1795, p. 5; 12 March 1804, p. 6; 16 January 1847, p. 9
Fleming, Malcolm, 3rd Lord Fleming:  20 May 1549, p. 3
Fleming, Malcolm, of Barochan (d. 1819):  25 April 1782, p. 4; 4 May 1822, p. 6
Fleming, Robert, son of John in Mains of Cumbernauld:  6 June 1741, p. 4
Fleming, William Malcolm, of Barrochan (d. 1852):  4 May 1822, p. 6; 25 January 1856, p. 10; 26 January 1856, p. 11
Fleming, William, feuar and merchant in Biggar:  24 April 1837, p. 8
Fleming, William, of Barochan:  25 April 1782, p. 4
Fleming, William, of Board:  3 October 1531, p. 3
Fleming, William, shoemaker in Biggar:  29 August 1849, p. 10
Fleming, William, weaver in Biggar:  24 April 1837, p. 8
W
Wilson, William, portioner of Milncroft:  13 August 1806, p. 6
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